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Overview of the webinar

™
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® What is a conservation easement (CE)?

® Valuation and compensation for
conservation easements

® Alberta backgrounder

® Conservation easements and
municipalities
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What is a Conservation Easement?

® Registered on

andowner and a qualified organization

and title

and regardless of owner

® Runs with the

4® Landowner vo

untarily grants certain rights to

the qualified organization

_|® List of restrictions; may include clauses that
| are positive in nature
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What is a Conservation Easement?

\

Right
to
Cultivate

Image credit: Miistakis Institute

Land Ownership

... or opportunities
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What is a Conservation Easement?

Image credit: Miistakis Institute

Cultivate
Irrigate

Graze

= Build

Harvest Trees

Sub-divide

Qualified Org
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What is a Conservation Easement?

Cultivate

Irrigate

Graze
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Qualified Org
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What is a Conservation Easement?

\ Photo credit: Kim Good

In Alberta
® For the protection, conservation and
enhancement of:
o The environment

o Natural, scenic or esthetic values
o Agricultural land

® For the following (if consistent with the
above)
o Recreational use

o Open space
o Environmental education use |
o Use for research / scientific studies f[rym-y
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Why landowners do CE’s and how it is compensated

® Personal conservation goals achieved

® Tax receipt

® Cash payment

® Split receipt

® Development relaxation

A\l
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How compensation is recognized

® Donation:
o Tax receipt
o Eco-qift program

® Cash:

o Percent of Fair Market Value

® Split receipt:
o Combination of donation and cash

o No more than 80% cash advantage

\ ' » ® Development allowance:
Photo credit: Kim Good
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How CE value is determined

® Donation:
o By professional appraiser
o Before and After method

o Comparison

‘ Photo credit: Kim Good @7(/(7
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How is CE donation value determined?

Land
Value

$

Difference =

( Value of CE

Residual
Value
After CE

BEFORE AND AFTER Valuation Method

Fair
Market
Value
Before CE
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How is CE value determined?

® Donation:
o By professional appraiser
o Before and After method
o Comparison

® Cash:

o Percent of appraised Fair Market Value

® Split receipt:
o Using the appraisal value to determine % split

® Development allowance:

\ E————c— o Municipal discretion Q;/('ymy
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Alberta Conservation Easement Backgrounder

® Originally in Environmental Protection and
Enhancement Act (AEPEA) in 1995

® Transferred to ALSA October 2009

¢ Slight change to wording and added new purpose

® Actively used in Alberta for 22 years

Used primarily by land trusts and increasingly

w7
- e
d »;f by municipalities and OQO
oy
NS ® Mostly (all?) for biodiversity / environmental
purposes

i VA ® Used nationally and internationally -
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How Municipalities Can Use CE’s

Condition of development approval
® Municipal plan delivery

® Examples

® Purchase of CE program

® Cluster subdivision option

® Backstop a TDC program

® Alberta examples

Photo credit: Kim Good
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Municipalities and Land Trusts

® Land Trusts mandate
® Municipal plans
® When purposes match...
® Notice is required before registration
® Examples:
® MD of Foothills
® Mountain View County
® MD of Bighorn
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Municipal CE program

® (Can accept donated, purchase CE’s, request in
exchange for development change

® Need clear objective
® Need to be supported by science and policy
® Must have stewardship plan and program

® Examples:
® Strathcona County, AB
® Boulder County, CO
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Municipalities and Land Trusts

Land Trust

Municipality

Organizational
mandate

Protection of the environment,
scenic land, and/or agriculture

Good government, services, safe and
viable communities

Conservation

Protection of the environment,

Program-based (protected areas,
agricultural services, sustainable

purposes scenic land, and/or agriculture development)
FEIMIGED L Landowner; land trust Landowner; municipality
agreement
Credibility based on conservation Credibility based on public interest
Trust mandate; cynicism about private mandate; cynicism about political
interest and stability influence
Financial Tax receipts for donations; Tax. recelp_ts f.or donations; )
} . N Split receipts; Cash payment;
benefit to Split-receipts; Exchange for development
landowner Cash payments (rare) 9 P

considerations

Conservation

The primary use of CE to match

Generally no 'conservation planning'

planning initiatives; municipal protected areas
Development . CE program often development
planning CE program plays no direct role planning tool

Eco Gifts . . , - o ,
Program Eligible recipient (perpetual CE’s) Eligible recipient (perpetual CE’s)

Restrictions

Develop restrictions list based on
conservation mandate; tend to be
comprehensive

Develop restriction list based on
conservation program; tend to be
focused




Applications of CE’s

Conservation areas
Corridors

Buffers

Anchor other programs:
o TDC's

o Conservation offsets

o Payment for Ecosystem Services
programs

o Grassbanking
o Etc. @71117
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Land Trust Society

Kim Good

kim@legacylandirustsociety.ca

www.legacylandirustsociety.ca

403-556-1029

www.ce-alberia.ca
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