Community and Conservation Values Mapping

Why try to map community and
conservation values?

Successful community efforts
focus on ways in which
business, government,
nonprofits and citizens work
together. All participants take
personal responsibility for the
process and its outcomes, thus
ensuring success.

Providing a visual representa-
tion of their collectively agreed
upon conservation values will
allow the MD to more success-
fully handle development re-
quests when approached.
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In 2007, concerned over mounting development pressure and threats to the landscape and

traditional lifestyle of the region, the MD
Ranchland approached the Miistakis
Institute to help them identify community
and conservation values that are

important to the MD, and then to map these
values as accurately as possible.

Through an open and inclusive process,
Miistakis worked with the MD staff, council
and residents to identify these values and
then express them in a spatial/GIS context.

This document describes the process of
identifying and mapping values for MD

Ranchland. This is included as an example, but the same methodology could easily be applied to
different municipalities, and would be expected to result in the identification of different values.
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MD Ranchland
residents value
healthy local
ecology, including
biodiversity and
habitat protection,
and clean air and
water.

(data source: ASRD
SHARP Project)

Ranching activity
can protect and even
help restore native
grassland. Healthy
grassland
ecosystems are
essential to the
continued viabhility of
the ranching
economy in MD
Ranchland.

(data source: ASRD
GVI/AVI)
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The residents of MD
Ranchland recognize
the depth of cultural
history within their
municipality, and the
role this history has
played in creating
the strong sense of
tradition, connection
to the land and
heritage that the
community shares
today.

(data source: ACCS)

Although useful on
their own a
combination map of
multiple layers
allows for
assessment and
mapping of multiple
value layers in
concert, to see
where the aggregate
community/
conservation value is
the greatest.

For more Information please contact the Miistakis Institute[ | institute@rockies.ca




