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Presentation 

To provide information about: 

 Who we are 

 AUC role in review and approval of power 
generation facilities, including wind power and 
solar power projects 

 Summary 
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Alberta Utilities 

Commission 

Who we are  Independent, quasi-judicial agency of the province of 
Alberta. 

 

 Ensure utility services delivered in manner that is fair, 
responsible and in public interest. 

 

 Make decisions on applications requesting approval to 
construct and operate electric facilities including power 
plants, gas transmission pipelines, and alterations or 
changes to such facilities. 
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Alberta Utilities 

Commission 

Who we are  Power plants require an AUC approval to construct and 
operate. 

 

 Some types of generation facilities are exempt or do not 
require AUC approval, but have other sets of requirements  

 (E.g. small plants (<10 MW for own use (isolated 
generation)) as well as Microgeneration (<5 MW) 

4 



Electricity Sector 

Overview 
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 1: Planning and consultation by applicant 

 Applicant is required to conduct public consultation in the area 

of the proposed project, so that concerns may be raised, 

addressed and if possible, resolved. 

 

 AUC Rule 007 governs the consultation requirements that 

applicants must complete. 

 PP5) Provide details and outcome of consultation with local 

jurisdictions (e.g., municipalities, municipal districts, 

counties). 

 

 *Potentially affected parties are strongly encouraged to 

participate in the initial public consultation. Early municipal 

involvement in discussions with an applicant may lead to 

greater influence on project planning and early resolution or a 

clarification of issues to what is submitted to the AUC for 

approval. 
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 2: Application filed to the AUC 

 When the participant involvement requirements have been 

completed, the proponent of the utility development files an 

application with the AUC.  

 

 The application must indicate the issues which came up during 

the public consultation and any amendments considered or 

made to the project.  

 

 More importantly, any unresolved objections or concerns which 

arose from the public consultation must be identified in the 

application. 
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 3: AUC issues notice 

 AUC will issue a notice when it receives an application that, in 

the Commission’s opinion, may directly and adversely affect 

the rights of one or more people.  

 

 The notice is sent by mail to residents generally within two 

kilometres of proposed power plant, depending on size and 

location, and may also be published in local newspapers.  

 

 Provides key dates, contacts, participation information for 

those interested in becoming involved in the application review 

process.  
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 4: Becoming a participant 

 Individuals with unresolved objections or concerns about the 

proposed project that wish to participate in an AUC proceeding 

must make a written submission explaining why they want to 

participate. 

 

 A person with “standing” is entitled to have their concerns 

considered by the Commission in hearing.  

 

 The AUC must hold a hearing if a person with standing 

requests one. 

 

 A single legitimate unresolved objection can trigger an AUC 

public hearing.  
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 Applicants must consult with municipal districts and counties (AUC 
Rule 007).  

 

 In past AUC proceedings, municipalities have been granted standing 
where a project occurs within their boundaries. 

 

 Municipalities may file a letter on the record of the AUC proceeding 
supporting or opposing the project. 

 

 Municipalities may appear at the hearing to explain to the AUC 
panel how a project would impact it. Past concerns have included: 

 Management and use of lands 

 Impacts on roads  

 the Environment 

 Development plans  
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Municipal Interventions  



Application  and review 

process 
Step 5: Consultations and negotiations 

 The Commission supports ongoing efforts to reach a positive 

outcome for the applicant and all affected parties, including 

municipalities. 

 

 The Commission encourages the applicant and those who 

have made filings to continue to attempt to resolve any 

outstanding issues.  

 

 If all concerns can be satisfactorily resolved this may eliminate 

the need for a formal hearing. However, if there continues to 

be unresolved issues, typically those matters will be addressed 

at an AUC public hearing. 
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 6: Public hearing 

 

 The AUC will hold a public hearing when issues arising from 

an application cannot be otherwise resolved. A hearing brings 

together all parties that may be directly and adversely affected 

by an application to publicly express their views and present 

their evidence in support of, or in opposition to, an application.  

 

 Hearing is a quasi-judicial, formal court-like proceeding. 
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 6: Public hearing continued 

 Participants in the hearing may represent themselves or hire a 

lawyer and technical experts.  See AUC Rule 009 Local 

Intervener Costs for more information.  

 

 Municipalities are not eligible to recover costs. Only to those 

with land-based rights that may be affected by the project are 

eligible which would preclude those advancing a general 

interest in a project from recovering local intervener costs but 

would not preclude their participation in a hearing. 

 

 Hearings are generally held in the community where the 

project is located. 

 

 Hearings are public and all information submitted becomes 

public unless a specific exemption is granted. 
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 7: AUC Decision 

 

 The AUC considers social, economic and environment effects 

in making its decision. 

 

 The AUC has three options in reaching a decision:  

 approve the application as it was applied for  

 approve it with conditions, or  

 deny the application  

 

 The AUC endeavours to release decisions within 90 days after 

the close of the hearing. 

 

 Decisions are posted publicly on the AUC’s website. 
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v 

 Section 619 of the MGA states: An approval granted by the AUC  
prevails, over any statutory plan, land use bylaw, subdivision 
decision or development decision by a subdivision authority, 
development authority. 

 

 Where the AUC has approved a project that also requires a 
municipal approval, the project may not be vetoed or altered in any 
way by the planning body in respect of considerations and issues 
that have been addressed by the  AUC. The planning agency’s 
powers remain unfettered in respect of planning considerations and 
issues that have not been addressed by the AUC.  

 

 Section 619(2) of the MGA states: After the AUC issues a permit 
and then the applicant applies to municipality the municipality must 
approve the application. 

Municipal Government 

Act (MGA)  



Application  and review 

process 
Step 8: Decision Appeal 

 

 A participant in a hearing who is dissatisfied with the decision 

of the Commission may request that the Commission review 

and vary its decision. Such a request must provide reasons for 

the review request, be filed within 60 days of the issuance of 

the decision and must follow the procedure set out in Rule 016: 

Review of Commission Decisions.  

 

 A dissatisfied participant may also file a leave to appeal motion 

in the Court of Appeal of Alberta within 30 days from the date 

the decision is issued.  
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Application  and review 

process 
Step 9: Construction and operation of facility 

 Any applicant that receives a permit to construct and license to 

operate a facility from the Commission must adhere to any 

conditions that were set out in the decision.  

 

 If you notice something during the construction or operational 

phases of a project that concerns you, bring this to the 

applicant’s attention. If you are not satisfied with the response 

you receive, please bring your concerns to the attention of the 

AUC. 
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General information 

 Full-cycle timelines for power plants, hydro developments, 
needs identification documents and transmission facilities 
vary widely depending on the scale and location of the 
project. Some steps may proceed concurrently, while others 
are sequential. 

 

 AUC review of the timeline is usually a small portion of the 
overall timeline. 

 

 There is an Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) 
connection process to connect a power plant to the electricity 
grid for transmission lines. 

 

 The connection process is done is several “stages”:  

 Study scope, proposal, Need Identification document 
(NID) and facility application, file application and AUC 
approval, construction, and energization. 
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 Power plants require AUC approval through an inclusive, formal 
review process which may include a public hearing.  

 

 By law, an order of the AUC prevails over municipal by-laws. 

  

 Municipalities have opportunities to participate in the AUC review 
process. 
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Summary 



Where to go for more information 

 AUC website: 

www.auc.ab.ca/ 

 

 AUC Rule 009: Rules on Local Intervener Costs   

http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-
rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx  

 

 Facility Application Process 

http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-
involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx 

 

 AUC Brochure: Public involvement in a proposed utility development: 

http://www.auc.ab.ca/news-
room/brochures/Documents/PublicInvolvement.pdf   

 

 Facilities Decision Index 

http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx  
21 

http://www.auc.ab.ca/
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/acts-regulations-and-auc-rules/rules/Pages/Rule009.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/involving-albertans/getting-involved/Pages/FacilityApplicationProcess.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/news-room/brochures/Documents/PublicInvolvement.pdf
http://www.auc.ab.ca/news-room/brochures/Documents/PublicInvolvement.pdf
http://www.auc.ab.ca/news-room/brochures/Documents/PublicInvolvement.pdf
http://www.auc.ab.ca/news-room/brochures/Documents/PublicInvolvement.pdf
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx
http://www.auc.ab.ca/utility-sector/Pages/Facilities-decision-index.aspx

