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 The Miistakis Institute is a not-for-profit, 

charitable, applied research institute affiliated 

with Mount Royal University in Calgary, Alberta, 

Canada 

Our goal – a world where communities have 

genuine access to the science and research 

they need to make choices that promote 

healthy landscapes 

Our work – make innovative research accessible 

to communities and decision makers 



Research Specializations 

 Transportation Ecology 

 Human Wildlife Coexistence 

 Private Land Conservation 

 Municipalities and Conservation 

 Conservation Planning and Policy 

 Citizen Science for Conservation 
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Survey (36 municipal surveys), four 
recommendations for moving forward: 

 

1. Renewables Knowledge Workshop 
for municipalities and other 
interested stakeholders; 

2. Fact sheet on the regulatory process 
for renewables in Alberta from a 
municipal perspective; 

3. Fact sheet on ecological impacts of 
renewable development in Alberta; 
and   

4. development of a renewable energy 
least conflict lands planning tool. 
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 Miistakis Institute  

 Wheatland County 

 County of Newell 

 Alberta Association of Municipal 

Districts and Counties (AAMDC) 



Program Outcome 

 

 

 

 
To explore how rural 

municipalities and other 

stakeholders can quickly identify 

least-conflict lands for solar 

photovoltaic and/or wind 

development. 



California Methodology 

 

 

 

 
 Modeled after process in 

California (40,000km2, eight 

counties, 190km2 LCL) 

 Stakeholder driven process  

(solar, transmission, 

ecological, agriculture) 

 Stakeholder workshop: 

“where are the least-conflict 

lands for solar PV or wind 

development.” 



Alberta Methodology 

 

 

 

 

 County of Newell and 
Wheatland County 
(10,500km2) 

 Stakeholder driven process  
(wind, solar, transmission, 
ecological, agriculture, view 
shed) 

 Stakeholder workshop for 
March 2018 

 Develop spatial layers 

 Follow-up meeting in May 
2018 
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